71.   INTERVIEW IN JAIL

[January 27, 1923]^

. . . Mahatma Gandhi is keeping very good health. While in prison
we heard that there were stories abroad of his ill-health and melancholia. He
was hurt to hear about this.

He said he would feel ashamed if he suffered from melancholia.2 He fur-
ther said that a civil resister, who would feel moody if he has to go to prison,
has no business to court imprisonment or do anything that would bring it on
to him. He must be prepared to treat prison as his home, if he values his
country's liberty above everything else. He added that if he ever fell ill, it
would not be because of any lack of attention on the part of the prison
authorities, but because of his own carelessness or some inherent weakness in
his constitution, or because of climatic conditions. He is taking all reason-
able care of his health.

Young India, 19-4-1923

72.   LETTER TO JAIL SUPERINTENDENT, YERAVDA
YERAVDA CENTRAL PRISON,
February 4, 1923
THE SUPERINTENDENT
YERAVDA CENTRAL PRISON
SIR,
You were good enough to tell me yesterday that the Inspector-
General had replied to my letter of the 20th December last to the
effect that you had full discretion regarding interviews by relatives
and friends with me in terms of the prison regulations governing
such interviews.
This reply has come upon me as a surprise and is at variance
with the information given me by my wife, who, together with
Mrs. Vasumati Dhimatram, was permitted to see me on the 27th
ultimo.
My wife told me that she had to wait for over twenty days
before receiving reply to her application for interview. On hearing
1 Kasturba Gandhi visited Gandhiji in jail on January 27,  1923.
2 A brief report in Toung India, 1-2-1923, has this here: "... he replied
that no one who knew him could imagine that he would ever suffer from
melancholia, and expressed surprise that such rumours could find any credence."